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Lesson 1: Connecting Alif

Part 1: What You Need to Kinow

What does Alif look like when it is connected to other letters in a word?

Alif looks different depending on where it is in a word. Below are some examples of how Alif
changes in the beginning, middle and end of a word. Important! Alif joins to letters that come
before it but CANNOT join to letters that come after it. This is because Alif has to look different
than Laam in a word (we will learn about Laam in the coming lessons).

Memory Hint: “Alif is A lollypop stick.”

— —

End Middle Beginning
At the end of a word Alif has In the middle of a word Alif has a At the beginning of a word Alif
a tail to join it to the letter tail to join it to the letter that looks just like it does when it is
that comes before it. comes before it, but not to the alone because it cannot connect to
letter that comes after it. This is the letter that comes after it.
to make Alif look different than
Laam.

Why does Alif sometimes look different?

You will see in the Qur'an that Alif (and all other letters in Arabic) appear with many different
symbols on top or underneath of them. These symbols change the sound that the letters make.
Below are some examples of some of the symbols you will see. Important! For right now just pay
attention to the letters being studied and we will learn about the symbols later.

2R o 2 o

I

[

7~
Laam/Alif: Alif also has a form that it makes with the letter Laam that is different from any other
letter in the Arabic alphabet (see examples below). This combination is called ‘Laam Alif”. When
you look at the examples below remember that the Laam comes first and then the Alif (marked
with a red arrow) comes second. You will find this combination many times in the Qur’an.
Alif Alif Alif Alif

NN~ O\ & \y \y
[~
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Part (1: Reading Practice

Can you find the Alif?
Circle the Alif in each example and write B for beginning, M for middle or E for end on the line
under each word. Note: Use the examples from Part A to show your child how each Alif should
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Now look at the ayah below, can you find all of the Alif’s?

Put a circle around every Alif that you find! Note: 1. All examples given come from the Qur’'an. 2.
Vowel markings have been omitted and breaks have been made between the letters to make
identification of letters easier. 3. Make sure your child can tell the difference between Laam and
Alif. In the ayah below there are 4 Alif's and 1 Laam. Remember Alif cannot be connected to

letters that come after it.

oS o g a Lo wie 2l Lo

Suratul-Lahab, V. 2 (Translation: “No profit to him (Abu Lahab) from all his wealth and all his gains.”)

Part (I1: Writing Practice

Let’s learn how to write Alif in the beginning, middle, and end of a word!
Trace the forms of the letter below (start at the dot and follow the line in the direction

of the arrow).
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Part (V: Writing Practice Continued

Now write each form of the letter by yourself.
Note: Allow your child to practice without expecting him to keep letters on the line or
perfectly straight, most children are not capable of that at this level.

Part V: search § Find

More Practice! If you would like to get some more practice with Alif, use the following ayah and
look for as many Alif's as you can. Use tally marks (i.e. /) on the chart below each fime you find an
Alif. The correct answer is noted next to the chart so cover it if you do not want to know the answer
ahead of time. Note: Be careful to only count Alif’s. The rule is if it does not look like the forms
studied in this lesson skip it. Also be careful of counting Laam’s (which are connected to letters that
come both before and after, Alif can only be joined to letters that come before), this is a common
mistake. The first few have been done for you. Once again, do not worry about all the other symbols
and lefters, we will learn about them in the coming lessons, insha-Allah®©.
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Part VI ALPMabet Review

Now time for a little review! Name each letter in the field below.
Bonus Game: Call out a letter and have your child find it in the field. If he is correct
color in a circle at the bottom of the page. When all the circles are filled in, he wins

the gamel
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Part VII: Fun Act’uv’LtH

Complete the following Dot-to-Dot to review your Arabic numbers, and to
practice one of the letters in Arabic that is hardest to write! Do you know what
that letter is¢

) ¢
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