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“The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told on the Day of
Resurrection: "Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to recite when you were

In the world. Your rank will be at the last ayah you recite.”
(Abn Dawnd and At-Tirmidhi)
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“In the name of Allah,
the Compassionate, the Merciful”
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Ad-Dubha's mission is to help Muslim families provide their children with quality Islamic
materials. Therefore, we ask that our customers help us in this task by honoring the
copyright (i.e. not making copies or posting online) of our products. This copyright is
intended to ensure that the school can stay financially viable (i.e. cover the costs of
development, production, and marketing) through the legitimate sale of its products.
Honoring the rights of everyone, including those of your Muslim brothers/sisters, is
sacred in Islaam. As Allah and His messenger # have taught us...

""The Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand a Muslim is safe..."
(Sahib Bukhari & Muslim)

""The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another..."
(Qur'aan 9:71)

So if you like what you see, and you want to help other Muslim families benefit from the
materials, support us by honoring the copyright, purchasing additional copies to share
with your family and friends, and recommending our web site to others. As Rasulullah #
taught us...

""A faithful believer to a faithful believer is like the bricks of a wall, enforcing each
other." While (saying that), the Prophet clasped his hands by interlacing his fingers (Sabib Bukbari).

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Ad-Duha Institute, Inc.
Any right not specifically mentioned herein is reserved by
Ad-Duha Institute.

We take Allah as witness in all of our affairs, as Allah has instructed us...
"...Disdain not to reduce to writing (your contracts/agreements) for a future
period, whether it be small or big: it is more just in the sight of Allah, more

suitable as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts among

yourselves..." (Qur'aan 2:282)

Important Note: If you would like to learn more about copyright law in Islaam, please
visit our web site at http://www.ad-duha.org (click on Terms of Use at the bottom of
any page) for a comprehensive summary of the Fatwa (religious ruling issued by
scholars) regarding this matter.
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“How perfect You are Oh Allah, and I praise You. I bear witness that none has
the right to be worshipped except You. I seek Your forgiveness and turn to You
In repentance.”

We ask Allah to bless this curticulum, and the families that use it, and to make it of
benefit to the Muslim Ummah. Any mistakes in it are our own, and anything good in it
is from Allah. We seek Allah’s protection from anything bad in it, and ask Allah to guide
us to accept and practice what is good in it without hesitation.

Introduction

All Arabic course materials and lessons are geared towards teaching children to read and
understand the Qur’aan. The goal of these courses is not to teach spoken Arabic,
conversational Arabic or modern standard Arabic (used in newspaper, magazines, etc.)
Therefore, all vocabulary and examples used come directly from the Qur’aan, and focus on
greater understanding of the Qur’aan.

Progression of Arabic Skills
As students progress in the Ad-Duha program, they will go through the following
learning stages, insha-Allah. ..

Stage 1 (Level ALP to Level B):

Recognizing vocabulary within context. Keywords are highlighted when studying
the Tafseer in order to increase understanding. The focus is on basic understanding
of themes.

Stage 2 (Level C to Level E):

Recognizing similarities in vocabulary when conjugated. Vocabulary is compared
based on similar root structure and patterns of conjugation. Once these patterns are
recognized, the student will be encouraged to translate verses and increase overall
understanding.

Stage 3 (Level F to Level H):
Learn the rules of grammar. (i.e. masculine and feminine, tenses, dual, plural forms,
etc.)

Stage 4 (Level I to Level M):
Apply the rules of grammar and vocabulary learned to translate and demonstrate
understanding of the Qur’aan and ahadith.
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Ad-Duha Contextual Acquisition Methodology:

The method used to teach Arabic in the Ad-Duha course materials is known as
Contextual Acquisition. This methodology has been developed by Ad-Duha to meet the
needs of Muslims who are not native Arabic speakers and who do not have access to
classes, school, resources, teachers, etc. who can teach Qut’aanic Arabic in their area.
This methodology is based upon the way in which native Arabic speakers, or any native
speaker of any language, learns to understand their native tongue. The principals of this
method are as follows:

It is not necessary to know all the rules of grammar, in order to
understand the language. If you look at all native speakers of a language, they
understand the vocabulary and context of words well before they ever study the
rules of grammar for the language (i.e. children speak and understand what is
being said to them years before starting formal schooling). Therefore, the focus
in the early levels of the Ad-Duha program is solely to build vocabulary and
understanding; grammar is taught in the higher levels for the purpose of refining
that understanding.

Vocabulary is remembered better, when it is associated with a story or
situation that has caught our attention. Thus, we have associated each
vocabulary list with a surah from the Qur’aan and the vocabulary is highlighted
in each Mini Tafseer Book to assist parents and students in identify the word in
context (hence the name of this methodology, Contextual Acquisition).

Non-native Arabic speakers find it very difficult to identify words in
Arabic especially after they have been conjugated into different forms
depending on the placement in the sentence. Therefore, we have used
vocabulary directly from the Qur’aan in the exact form (vowel
markings/tashkeel, etc.) as it appears in the specific surah being studied to make
identification easier. This may be confusing for native Arabic speakers, or those
who have studied Arabic in traditional programs in the US or abroad. They will
be more familiar with learning three letter roots and the rules of conjugation.
However, this program is specifically designed for non-Arabic speakers who
may not have had formal schooling in the Arabic language, but who want to
teach their children the language of the Qur’aan (while learning themselves). In
this case, it is best to take small steps that are not intimidating and do not
overwhelm the student. The Ad-Duha method makes learning easier and more
intuitive, insha-Allah.

You will also note that on the Qut’aan and Arabic Teacher CD the
vocabulary is pronounced exactly as it is read in the Qur’aan. For example,
if the word is at the end of a verse it will be read with a sukoon regardless of the
tashkeel (vowel marking such as Futha, Dummah or Kusra) that appears on the
word, whereas a word that appears in the middle of a sentence will have all of its
tashkeel recited. (This is in contrast to most Arabic teaching materials, which
focus on teaching three letter roots and then applying the rules of conjugation).
The reason we have chosen this method is to make audio/visual identification
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easier for non-Arabic speakers. By listening to the word in the way that it is
recited in the surah, it is more likely that a non-Arabic speaker will be able
memorize its meaning and to recognize that word when they hear it again, and
Allah knows best.

Arabic Transliterations:

In most of the course materials, transliterations have been included. These transliterations
are phonetic spellings of Arabic sounds using the English alphabet. They are included to
assist parents who are not native Arabic speakers in conducting the lesson. We have used
the following rules of pronunciation when making transliterations. This may be slightly
different than transliterations that you are familiar with.

1. U is sounded as the short U in “up” (i.e. Fut-ha, not Fat-ha)
2. Eis sounded as the long E and in “eat” (i.e. e-dhaa, not i-dhaa)
3. Ais sounded like the a in “spa” (i.e. Fut-ha)

4. If aletter is repeated twice it means the sound should be elongated, for example
“ma-laa-e-ka” where the “laa” sound is longer than the “ma” sound.

5. Dashes have been used to separate syllables to make pronunciation more accurate.
So in the example above “ma-laa-e-ka” has four syllables.

6. Exceptions: U is sometimes used as the “00” sound in “look”, E is sometimes
replaced with I in words that are more commonly spelled in a way that does not fit
the rules above. These exceptions have been made, because using the phonetic
spelling of a word (that is more commonly spelled in a different way) might prove
confusing, and Allah knows best. We have included a list of these exceptions to the
rules below with their phonetic spellings for reference.

Exceptions to the Rules:

Rasulullah (instead of Rasooloollaah)
Musa (instead of Moosa)
Madinah (instead of Madeenah)
Surah (instead of Soorah)
Suratul (instead of Sooratool)
Allah (instead of Allaah)

Isa (instead of Eesa)

Adam (instead of Aadum)
Ibraheem (instead of Ibraaheem)
Wudoo’ (instead of Woodoo’)
Ummah (instead of Oom-mah)
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Format of Vocabulary Words:

The vocabulary used in the curriculum materials (.e. Arabic Exercise Books, Mini Tafseer
Books, Qur’aan & Arabic Teacher CD’s and in the Qur’an Vocabulary Lists) comes directly
from the Qur’aan. We have chosen to use the words exactly as they appear in the Qur’an (as
opposed to the three letter roots). To understand more about this methodology please read
the summary above.

Conclusion:

It is our hope that by using this methodology to teach Qur’aanic Arabic we will assist a new
generation of Muslims to go back to the Qur’aan, seeking its guidance and finding its
answers, and Allah knows best.

We ask Allah to bless this curriculum, and the families that use it, and to make it of benefit
to the Muslim Ummah. Any mistakes in it are our own, and anything good in it is from
Allah. We seek Allah’s protection from anything bad in it, and ask Allah to guide us to
accept and practice what is good in it without hesitation.
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